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diagrammed are drawn as they would appear under an operating microscope. Flow
charts that enumerate the factors involved in the decision to operate are included, as
are algorithms describing treatment procedures.
Among the techniques described and illustrated are scleral buckling in retinal
surgery and correction of refraction through keratotomy in corneal surgery. Also
covered are various uses of lasers in such surgical procedures as laser techniques in
glaucoma surgery and laser photocoagulation in the treatment ofdetached retinas. The
implantation techniques ofintraocular lenses after lens removal in cataract surgery are
dealt with as well. These are but a few ofthe many procedures incorporated.
Atlas ofContemporary Ophthalmic Surgery is a beautifully illustrated volume that
describes all the latest advances in ophthalmic surgical procedures as well as the more
conventional techniques. Its organization is logical, and the 1,539 illustrations are
large, clear, instructive, and easy to follow. An adequate bibliography is included for
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CLINICAL DERMATOLOGY: A COLOR GUIDE TO DIAGNOSIS AND THERAPY. Second
Edition. By Thomas P. Habif. St. Louis, MO, The C.V. Mosby Company, 1990. 756
pp. No price.
In the second edition ofClinical Dermatology, Thomas Habifexpands and improves
upon his first edition, published five years ago. As Habifstates in the preface, the text is
written for the practicing physician. Yet, with its hundreds of color photographs and
descriptions as well as extensive therapeutic information, it serves as a valuable
reference for both house officers and medical students.
Thevolume is not designed as a comprehensive textbook but rather as a combination
ofa picture atlas and a dermatology handbook. The first two chapters are intended for
the student, with the first covering principles and techniques of examination and
diagnosis and the second discussing topical therapy. The next 23 chapters present
various categories ofdermatologic lesions. Common diseases are covered in depth and
frequently shown at different stages. Numerous tables and charts help to summarize
the essential information, and an extensive list of references follows each chapter. The
text concludes with one chapter on cutaneous manifestations of internal diseases and
one on dermatologic surgical procedures.
Habif has made several additions and modifications in this new edition. In view of
the changing epidemiology of infectious diseases, he has added a chapter on sexually
transmitted viral infections. Included in this chapter are an extensive list and many
pictures of the cutaneous manifestations of AIDS. Moreover, the author provides a
section on Lyme disease, another clinical entity that has become more prevalent in the
last five years. Surgical techniques have also progressed, and Habif discusses the
dermatologic use oflasers in his final chapter.
Throughout the text, the author has added several color diagrams, including a few
by Frank Netter. As one might imagine, the Netter drawings not only convey key
information clearly but also enhance the edition stylistically. Expanding the appendix,338 BOOK REVIEWS
Habif has provided a dermatologic formulary which catalogs frequently used drugs as
well as their adverse interactions with other pharmacologic agents.
With this new edition, the author has updated his original text and increased its
usefulness. He offers clear, concise descriptions ofdermatologic lesions, a multitude of
photographs, and basic therapeutics ideally suited for the student, house officer, or




NEUROLOGIC EMERGENCIES. RECOGNITION AND MANAGEMENT. 2nd Edition. Edited
by Michael Salcman. New York, Raven Press, 1990. 442 pp. $80.00.
Thesecond edition ofSalcman'sNeurologicEmergencies. RecognitionandManage-
ment is an excellent resource manual for non-specialists responsible for early manage-
ment of neurologic emergencies. Its chapters are brief and consistently pertinent in
guiding the evaluation and initial treatment of neurologic presentations ranging from
headache and backache through major trauma and stroke.
The book is divided into five sections. The first chapter in section one, on "general
considerations," reviews the pathophysiology common to cerebral infarction, hemor-
rhage, and trauma. The second chapter provides a clear exposition on the approach to
the unconscious patient-always a demanding diagnostic challenge; this chapter also
sets the standard for most of the following chapters by including a simple and very
valuable algorithm illustrating a logical approach to the presenting problem. Section
oneconcludes with a chapter on cardio-respiratory management in neurologicemergen-
cies.
Section two on stroke and tumor contains useful chapters on subarachnoid hemor-
rhage (including a differential diagnosis ofheadache), stroke, and neoplastic emergen-
cies.
Neurologic trauma is reviewed in section three. The first chapter, head injury,
provides an algorithm for evaluation and treatment, summarizes medical problems
often associated with major head injury, and reproduces the University of Maryland
neuroassessment flow sheet as a model for documenting the ongoing status and care of
injured patients. The chapter on spine injury and acute paralysis is a brief, logical, and
readable summary on evaluation and treatment. A half-page presentation on reading
plain spine X-rays is in itself worth the price of the book. The chapter also contains
useful algorithms on compressive traumatic lesions, disruptive lesions, pyogenic le-
sions, and vascular occlusive lesions. The chapter on acute nerve root compression and
backache describes these common syndromes in a clear manner and also defines the
circumstances under which emergency consultation is mandatory. Careful attention to
this subject will save many patients-and doctors. The section on trauma concludes
with evaluation ofperipheral nerve injury.
There are six chapters in the section on medical neuro-emergencies: seizures,
polyneuropathy, respiratory muscle failure, encephalitis, meningitis, and toxic-
metabolic encephalopathy. All are concise and logical in presentation. The chapter on
toxic-metabolic encephalopathy, including an excellent algorithm, provides in a mere
35 pages information sufficient to diagnose and treat the majority of presentations of
altered mental status.